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study of physical science. On this subject, perhaps,
I may be allowed, without the charge of egotism, to
refer to some lectures which I delivered a few years
ago at Aberdeen, in which I endeavoured to point out
a variety of ways in which light, in the widest sense
of the word, is essential to the maintenance of life
upon the earth. Here, then, we have an arrange-
ment admirably adapted to maintain life upon the
earth, and, very probably, upon others of the planets.
We might well suppose that the structure was framed
with a view to this maintenance.

But the inquiry arises, May we not look on the
present condition of the solar system as evolved from
a simpler condition, under the action of just the same
laws of matter as those we meet with in our study of
physical science ? The geological study of the struc-
ture of the earth, its figure, and analogies, or at least
apparent analogies, that we meet with in the tele-
scopic scrutiny of the heavens, lead us to think that
in all probability the earth on which we live was
originally in a molten condition, utterly unfit for the
habitation of living creatures, but from which it sub-
sequently cooled down. And if we speculate still
further back, we are led to attribute the heat of
fusion to the condensation of matter diffused over a
far larger space, and brought together by the mutual
gravitation of its parts; whether it be that that
diffused matter existed in the form of a gas, which